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Dropping city decals won't stop collection of taxes I read with interest the Nov. 19 letter by
Charles Miller relative to my proposal to eliminate city decals on vehicles.

Mr. Miller's argument that issuing city decals is the only way to ensure collection of persona
property taxes is without merit. Since April 2004, we have been working with the Departmen
Motor Vehicles through its Vehicle Registration Withholding Program. This program strictly
prohibits an individual owing delinquent personal property taxes from renewing his state
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vehicle license until the delinquent taxes are paid.
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News ethics While Mr. Miller seems to prefer that our collection actions be restricted to Norfolk, the progr.

allows us to pursue and collect from taxpayers who have relocated to other localities in the

state.
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Mr. Miller's own observation of numerous Norfolk residents who owe taxes and have not
purchased decals only reinforces the fact that city decals are becoming obsolete and a

collection tool of the past.
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Since the inception of the DMV program six months ago, my office has collected $1.5 million
delinquent personal property taxes dating as far back as 1999. This figure represents revem
generated as a direct result of DMV stops and does not include all collection of delinquent
personal property taxes.
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Thomas W. Moss Jr.

Norfolk city treasurer

Norfolk
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